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[ 55 English]

We Japanese Association for the University Evaluation, established in 2004, put the Special
Committee on the Article 13 of International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,
and developed various activities for the progressive introduction of free education.

1) The Article 13 of International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, prescribes
not only (a) free of the compulsory education but also progressive introduction of free education
for (b)the secondary education and (c)the higher education. However, the Japanese Government
has not recognized the Article 13 (b)(c) from its ratification of 1979 to this day. The Japanese
Government should recognize it immediately and should promote the progressive introduction of
free higher education.

2) The higher education budget of Japan is only 0.6% of GDP ratios and is a trough level with
Korea in OECD participating nations (by the OECD Document 2010). The university tuition is
about 540,000 yen of a national university and is about 850,000 yen of a private school [1 dollar
is 80 yen, 1 won is 0.07yen]. The annual sum of a student reaches 1,000,000-2,000,000 yen
when we put an entrance fee, cost of living and so on together. In the family having low yearly
income, children give up university entrance. If they pass it, some of them make leaving school
halfway and some of them must have a part-time job instead of going for a class or lecture.
However, the raise of further university school expenses and thorough the Principle of Private
Expense Burden are schemed in Japan. The Japanese Government should make its
responsibility to carry out for higher education clear and should give a higher education budget
to GDP ratio 1.2%, an average of OECD countries, at least. Regardless of a domestic economic
position, to open the door of the university to all people who hope to continue studying and
learning ant to guarantee "the right of everyone to education"[the Article 13 of International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights], the Japanese Government should cut the
tuition to half price decisively and should improve a loan type scholarship system in a salary

type.

March 2, 2012

The Special Committee on the Article 13 of International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights

Japanese Association for the University Evaluation
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